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MONEY

Money is a huge determinant of things in the human world. It quantifies success largely but what it
really does is give a person a lot of confidence to move around. People who are financially very affluent
are counted as real success. But the twist to the story is that how truly happy these people despite owning
pots and pots of money. They say ultimately it is all about money. But it isn’t. It is about how well you
sleep in the nights, how much contentment and peace of mind you possess within you and how grateful
you are to everything that you are blessed with.

Money is important because it goes without saying that it is an important pre requisite for survival. It is
like actually saying the understood things of life like food and shelter. But the underlying factor is the
fatalistic thinking that money is the elixir of life. One definitely needs to go beyond basic needs and
save for a rainy day. It is an extremely pragmatic perspective and necessary too. One needs to respect
money and protect it. But things start spiraling downwards when money starts gaining importance over
other things. To covet money and not enjoy life, to not share it with the needy, to keep hankering for it
and in continuum be obsessed with it is an unhealthy practice. Good health, a well -deserved break from
normal routine, the company of good friends and the simple pleasures of life must not be replaced with
this constant pursuit of money making.

Recently, a big business family from India had their son’s pre marriage ceremonies celebrated with great
ostentation. All the international news makers, film celebrities and the créeme da la creme of the country
and the world were there. It was money doing all the talking. But the cynosure was on the groom to be.
It is obvious that he is not healthy and is suffering from a condition. His father, the richest man in this
part of the continent cannot give his precious son good health with all his money. This is where the buck
stops. We need to reflect on the nature of money that cannot buy the treasurable, intangible things in
life. Most importantly, the thing is that it cannot be bought with money. Money insures life but it cannot
guarantee its safety. Does money ensure a mindset? Perhaps. But it does not warranty a happy and a free
soul. Given that argument, all the rich people in the world should have been happy. But there is a lot of
sadness’s inside those luxurious mansions. Money helps in shaping the dreams but to sustain the dreams
and be happy with that sustainability requires a very balanced attitude. When greed replaces need- then
the boundaries begin to blur. They become like the sea waves with no real control and real marking.
Money making at the cost of health and time to oneself and the people to whom you matter is an
insensitive gamble.

One must be comfortable enough to be able to make a healthy choice but if one is spoilt for choices —
then it is time to make a call. There is another inspiring Indian family who pioneered the first
multinational company in India. The family of Sudha Murthy and Narayan Murthy. They are rich but
they are sensibly rich. Philanthropy is what they practice and lead such an exemplary simple and rich
life that it goes on to prove that one can be rich and kind. One can have a lot of money and yet not be
insane about it. The other example is that of the Tata group of companies and the person who leads it.
Shri Ratan Tata comes from a legacy of industrialists who have been the greatest nation builders. Their
money- and profit-making policies have always been centered on making the nation great. There is a lot
to learn about the how the nature of money and the dynamics of it can be separated and magnificent
things can be achieved if one treats money properly and in a righteous way.

Otherwise, we more or less belong to the category of some people who are so poor that they only have
money.

- Dr. Avhinav Shetty Jaiswal
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