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FLATTERY

There is a difference between flattery and genuine appreciation. Flattery is the highest form of deception
and one of the falsest traits in a human being because it is directly linked to dishonesty and cruelty as
well. Cruelty too because the person who flatters the other is someone who intentionally has this purpose
to advantage herself or himself. It is misleading as well. The intentions are wrong, dishonest and
ultimately lead to the downfall of the person who is on the other end of receiving the flattery. When a
group of people or a person realize that a certain person can be easily manipulated or be greatly
benefitted from; they get into this big game of fallaciously gratifying the person. The person who likes
sweet talk is also an active participant in letting the personal self down into a never-ending downfall
alley without realizing it.

Lives have been destroyed by sycophants and there are several examples abound that are explicit with
how the person who enjoys flattery has been permanently ruined. The adulation does not last long as
soon as the freebies stop coming or the person no longer holds power. So, it is a good weather sail and
when the ships are about to drown, everyone deserts the water vessel. The person who enjoys flattery is
also at a huge peril. They make the fatal mistake of believing what the flatterer says. They lack the
integrity to recognize the truth about themselves or their situations. Such people also hate critics because
they cannot bear their criticism. They enjoy the heaps of praises from wrong doers and the biggest
collapse occurs when a genuine well wisher is pushed out of the circle. A well wisher who might not
adulate falsely but points out to the potential pits and hold the mirror. Such people get thrown out
because the flatter makes sure that the good people never surround the person who they have decided to
make a fool of. They don’t want the truth to surface because then their whole falsities will also begin to
show.

History shows us how some stupid kings failed to see through the shortcomings of their own losses
because they surrounded themselves with a coterie that never let the facts dawn on the king. The king
believes only those courtiers who flatter him because he is naive and foolish enough to believe that they
praise him because they respect him. What happens eventually is that the enemies have conquered these
provinces with great ease and vanquished the existing rulers.

Even the bard mentions this in King Lear. The daughter who speaks the truth gets banished from the
kingdom and the daughters who flatter their father meaning with heaps of sweet talk are appreciated.
When the real time then comes, the old King realizes his mistake and repents that he misunderstood the
daughter who spoke the truth.

The best way to understand flattery is by possessing some understanding of the person who praises. Is
this person genuine in real life and a bearer of good character? What have you done that you deserve
their praises? These questions are parts of self introspection as well and from time to time help us reflect
on many circumstances and the people who come along with it.

Flattery destroys the potential of seeing the truth and when truth gets destroyed, doomsday is arriving.

- Dr. Avhinav Shetty Jaiswal
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