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IMITATION

Imitation is the worst kind of flattery. Because people who imitate also possess the weakest minds and
a very poor sense of security. They are aware of originality but lack the courage to own it and there fore,
parade their own sense of shortcomings by copying others. But then there is a worst kind. The absolute
abominable. They imitate everything and then show off as if it was their ideas, their style, their language
and their imagination all the while. The blaring truth is out there but they refuse to see it. They are the
people who have nourished the saying that when you say a lie like a thousand times; it begins to appear
like the truth for a while.

Imitators are the worst kind of dishonest people. Not only do they not acknowledge the origins or respect
the individual from whom they have borrowed so consciously — they shamelessly parade those rented
mannerisms, thoughts and ideas like they were their very own. This kind of intellectual dishonesty is
also found in many people who come from privileged families, have had a good education but
somewhere the value systems instilled in them have all gone awry. These traits begin from childhood.
When a small child draws the same garden fence or the same shape of the petals of flowers or the house
just like the kid sitting next to her/him; it is time that the guardians of that child sit down with her/him
and give them lessons in the importance of originality, honesty and the power of imagination. Many of
us ignore this and believe that in childhood it is a normalcy to accept that children do copy one another.
But this needs to be nipped in the bud. The child must be encouraged to do her/his thing so that they
feel that they need not duplicate anyone because their own creations are equally good.

The sense of pride must be located in a child only when she/he has done something entirely by
themselves. However imperfect in the beginning, the child needs to be supported for the mind’s
uniqueness. The child who feels shored up will then continue to chart her/ his own path. The sense of
insecurity will eventually vanish completely. Parents need to be cautious themselves. If the mother is
baking a cake for her children, she needs to tell them that the recipe is from a friendly neighbor, whom
the children know. If the father cannot understand an academic problem while sitting down to supervise
the kids’ homework, there has to be openness about not being able to comprehend a problem. Parents
play a huge role in identifying the root cause of their child or children adopting physical traits and habits
from individuals whom they consider better or superior to them.

People imitate fashion icons, sports personalities and go to great lengths in that pursuit. But they do not
become them. Wherever there is a mass following of a particular style of a cult icon-one needs to
understand that the wave of huge casting impressions sweep and then the phase ends when another icon
replaces with another set of stylistics. When there is a mass following, people identify and take great
pride in following the activities or dressing styles or the way of talking because they are clearly swayed
by the charisma of their favorite wave rider. But please look at this carefully. This is when the numbers
are huge. But when you are coping someone’s handwriting, someone’s mannerisms, the way she
presents herself, her striking conversations, her clothing style and also go to the extent of having your
signature somewhat based on her style- and then flaunt it to the world that it was all your idea from the
very start. Not even acknowledging the person from whom you have been so inspired secretly in so
many ways is the marking of a criminal mind.

It is criminal because you also hate the person from whom you borrow so much- consciously and
unconsciously. Psychology says that you always hate the person from whom you take a lot. Because
that person has shaped every bone, every tissue of your body and now that you are so indebted to the
person, universally and in karmic; you also do not want to credit her. You hate the person so much so
that you wish them dead. Studies have revealed that the people who keep replicating others also have it
coming from their families. For example, their mothers especially has been an uneducated woman who
herself has been one of the biggest imitators all her life. It is like lying. Pathological liars think the truth
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is their enemy. They do not even know what it means to say a single truthful line. Generally, the habits

of impersonating come from unchecked behavior by the parents who too are into the same game of
imitation.

Imitation is an unworthy habit because people who do have other outlawful habits as well. They are self
centered and exist like a parasite on other people’s earnings. They save their fortunes and live off their
relatives’ hard work. They are found to be complete dishonest people who never come to terms with
their own reality. Even their original natures and their scary realities remain a secret from their own
existence.

- Dr. Avhinav Shetty Jaiswal
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